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the Big 40!
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The year was 1976.  Elton John topped the 
charts, Farrah Faucett’s hair was front and 
center, Rocky Balboa was every man’s hero, 

8-track tapes were all the rage, we took selfies with Polaroids, gas 
was 59 cents and the average home price was $43,000.  The year was 
full of promise. It was my time and I was ready!  I bought the required 
“gold jacket” (probably pairing it with some ultra-fashionable wide-
leg trousers) and was on my way. Luckily, I attached myself to a few 
experienced agents who were looking for someone to help them 
with their business.  I followed behind them and watched them work 
their magic.  They were awesome mentors and I truly wish they were 
still around today to thank them for my successes.

Looking back, I think about my first interview for a position to 
be a real estate sales person.  I had absolutely nothing to offer a 
brokerage except a new license, enough money in the bank to make 
it 6 months without a check, and friends and family that lived in 
Manatee County that may need to buy or sell and could make the 
broker a little bit of money! 
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Please take a second show some support for 
the Justin Rowland Foundation by visiting:

http://www.facebook.com/JustingRowlandFoundation/

In 1976 there were no computers, no 
fax machines, no automated systems 
or electronic signatures. We sported 
fancy pagers and frantically searched for 
pay phones while we were out showing 
properties.  We didn’t have lock boxes and 
we didn’t have cell phones.  What we did 
have was conversation…face-to-face…
that’s something I truly miss. We presented 
offers in owners’ living rooms and invited 
the other agents to join us.

So much has changed…yet what’s most 
important has remained steadfast. I 
love what I do! Fast forward to 2016; 
technology has changed the way we do 
business, but it will never replace the 
importance of integrity and relationships.  
I am truly blessed to have been able to do 
something I sincerely love for all of these 
years.  My kids, now all adults, have been 
involved in real estate their entire lives and 
are all active in the family business.  Logan 
Wells, is my go to for all social media and 
digital marketing, Reagan Wells Smith, is 
working with Logan on some innovative 
marketing pieces, (coming soon) and 
Madison Wells is a realtor super star. I have 
also been blessed with an incredible team 

of highly skilled, principled agents who 
have allowed Leslie Wells Realty to be the 
top office in 34219 since 2005, and the 
North River Communities since 2010! The 
adage that if you find a job you really love, 
you’ll never work a day in your life has 
never rung truer.

At the September meeting of the Sarasota 
Manatee Association of Realtors, I was 
honored to be the recipient the much 
coveted Emeritus award.  The Emeritus 
status is earned when you have been 
a continuous member of the National 
Association of REALTORs for 40 years.  

Yes, 40 years strong and retirement 
isn’t even a blip on my radar. I love this 
community and I look forward to what the 
future holds for us for us all.  Thank you 
to my husband Charlie Wells, for always 
being my biggest fan and a sincere thank 
you to Manatee County for your years of 
trust and confidence. Growing up with you 
has been my pleasure! 
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Safety Tips for Kids
 this Halloween

• Be careful when walking, make sure 
to use crosswalks if there are any, if 
not, walk facing traffic as far left as 
possible to avoid traffic. 

• Children under the age of 12 
should have adult supervision when 
alone at night.

• Make sure to stay within groups and 
don’t get separated. 

• Have kids carry glow sticks or 
flashlights to help them see and also 
be seen by drivers.

• Only go to homes with a porch light 
on. 

• Never enter a stranger’s home or 
car for treats.

• Never cut across yard or use alleys.

• Make sure costumes aren’t long and 
dragging in order to avoid tripping.

• Avoid candy that has loose 
wrappings, is unwrapped, has 
puncture holes, or is homemade.

• Use props that are rubber or plastic, 
real weapons or props with points 
can cause injury for children who plan 
to use with them with their costumes.

• Watch out for any open flames in 
jack-o-lanterns.

• Vandalism is a crime, that includes 
throwing eggs at someone’s house or 
car.

• Plan a route ahead of time, and 
travel only in an area that is familiar.
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Pumpkin Carving Ideas
Pumpkin carving is a popular activity 
during Halloween for kids and adults alike. 
Every pumpkin comes out unique. Kids 
love carving because they can finally make 
a mess. Even traditional jack-o-lantern 
faces can come out to be creative charac-
ters. Also if you feel carving pumpkins to 
be unsafe for your kids, painting pumpkins 
can be just as fun and just as creative. 

Here are some websites that have down-
loadable templates/stencils and some 
painting/crafting ideas.
• http://www.pumpkinlady.com
• http://www.pumpkinpile.com
• Painting Pumpkin Ideas

Minion Tinkerbell Jaws

Dragon Furry FriendsHappy Jolly

http://www.pumpkinlady.com
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/halloween-ideas/g2592/pumpkin-painting-ideas/?slide=5
http://www.designbolts.com/2014/10/07/free-simple-easy-pumpkin-carving-stencils-patterns-for-kids-2014/
http://www.celebrating-halloween.com/pumpkincarving/tinkerbell-stencil.shtml
http://www.pumpkinlady.com/product/dinner-is-served/
http://www.pumpkinlady.com/product/dragon-strike/
http://www.pumpkinlady.com/product/friends-furever/
http://www.pumpkinlady.com/product/happy-jolly/
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Candy Alternatives
For people who want to give out an alter-
native treats to trick or treaters, here are 
some ideas. Toys, healthy treats, drinks, or 
other Halloween themed accessories can 
make out to be just as exciting gifts. When 
kids go out trick or treating they get excit-
ed about all the different types of candy 
they are going to get, but walking outside 
for hours can get kids hungry or thirsty 
and in need of something to give them 
more stamina or energy. 

1. Any wrapped bags of pretzels, 

gold fish, snack mix

2. Temporary Tattoos

3. Water or Juice boxes (Capri Sun) 

4. Stickers

5. Glow sticks

6. Pencils

7. Raisins

8. Granola bars

9. Noisemakers

10. Bubbles

Top Ten Most Popular Choices
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Events in Your Area
Frightmares Extreme Haunted House,
Ringling Shopping Center
Oct 16, 25, 29, Nov 1st, 7:00 - 10:30 PM
Oct 17, 23, 24, 30, 7:00 - 11:00 PM
Halloween night, 7:00 - midnight

Having produced his own horror movie House of 
Blood, John Rusnak has filled Frightmares with 
actual movie props and lavish sets designed to 
give you the most realistic experience possible. 
Frightmares takes everything to a new level of 
EXTREME haunted attractions.

28th Annual Fruitville Grove Pumpkin Fest,
Fruitville Grove, Sarasota
October 1st & 2nd, 8th & 9th, 15th & 16th, 
22nd & 23rd, 29th & 30th
Sat-Sun 10:00-5:00 PM

This festival features hay rides, pony rides, pumpkin 
painting, face painting, mini train rides, a petting zoo, a 
costume contest and more including live music. Lots of 
Halloween decorations for sale, too, from scarecrows to 
hay bales. Admission and parking are FREE!

‘Spirit Voices’ at the old Manatee 
Burial Grounds,
Bradenton, FL
October 6-8, 13-16, & 20-23

Come witness costumed actors bring the dead 
to life. Souls highlighted in these cemetery vi-
gnettes are early pioneers of the Village of Mana-
tee, veteran soldiers from the Seminole and Civil 
Wars, community leaders and other persons of 
interest buried within the hallowed grounds. Not 
recommended for viewers under 10 years old.

http://www.frightmareshaunt.com
http://www.fruitvillegrove.com/festival/
http://www.manateeclerk.com/historical/manateevillage.aspx
http://www.manateeclerk.com/historical/manateevillage.aspx
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Halloween Candlelight Tour at 
Gamble Mansion,
Ellenton, FL
October 15, 7:00 - 9:00 PM

A family friendly “spooky fun” event. 
Halloween costumes are encouraged, however, 
no gore allowed. Tickets: $6.00 for adults, $4 
for kids 6 - 12, under 6 are free.

Night of Fish, Fun, and Fright,
Mote Marine, Sarasota
October 21, 5:30 - 8:00 PM

Buoys and ghouls of all ages are invited to dress 
up in costume. Sail the spooky seas and discover 
creatures from the deep in a safe and fun trick-
or-treating zone. And don’t miss our signature 
underwater pumpkin carving in our spooktacular 
shark tank!

4th Annual Haunted Trails,
Oscar Sherer Park, Osprey
October 21 - 22, 8:00 - 10:00 PM

Two trails will wind through their haunted woods 
with varying degrees of fright. There will also be 
family fun activities for the youngest and faint 
of heart on the Trick or Trail. Costume contests, 
spooky sounds and more. $5 per person, age 4 
and under are free.

https://www.facebook.com/Gamble-Plantation-Preservation-Alliance-Inc-221453201276301/
https://www.facebook.com/Gamble-Plantation-Preservation-Alliance-Inc-221453201276301/
https://mote.org/events/details/night-of-fish-fun-fright1
https://www.floridastateparks.org/content/4th-annual-haunted-trails
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You just found the “Perfect” home. 
Perfect well sought after neighborhood. 
Perfect Florida setting with a pond view.  
A4163140  $254,500

The spacious living room offers a full bay 
of windows, a wood burning fireplace and 
adjacent to the dining room with built in 
display cabinet. Brand new kitchen in 
2016 A4152960 $124,900

Extensively upgraded Rutenberg home with 
sweeping golf course views. Spacious 3710 
sq. ft. 3-5 bedroom, 3 bath, pool home situated 
on an oversized lot. A4157749  $475,000

Country living at its best! No deed restrictions! 
This property features a 4 bedroom/3 bath 
home with powered outbuilding on 5+ acres. 
A4162223 $310,000

Open Concept plan ‘Boca Grande’ model 
built by Ryland/Cal-Alantic. Outside features 
a extended double lanai and paver sundeck. 
A4163686  $295,000

This is the one you have been waiting for. 
This adorable 3 bedroom 2 bath home is 
situated on almost a 1/2 acre lot just steps 
to the water. A4163108 $198,900

55+ Florida Lifestyle awaits you in 
this pristine 1,329 sq ft under air that 
is move-in ready in pet-friendly Terra 
Siesta. A4163224 $127,400

3BR/2BA home meticulously maintained that 
is sunny, bright and perfect for entertaining. 
Outdoors the 5.5 acres and fenced with 
functioning 4 or 5 stall barn. 4164089 $409,900

941-776-5571
8268 US Hwy 301N, Parrish

Visit LeslieWellsRealty.com/Rentals for variety of  
Annual Rentals in Manatee County

The coastal contemporary design of the Bimini 
and Bimini II models encompasses a lifestyle 
where indoor and outdoor merge for a relaxing 
and refreshing home. A4160051  $1,295,000

New Bradenton Location Open!
417 Old Main Street - Historic Downtown Bradenton

Harrison ranch offers something for 
everybody! Heated jr olympic size pool, 
clubhouse, playground, lighted tennis 
courts, walking trails. A4162727 $259,000

Preconstruction. To be built. Fantastic 
opportunity to purchase in the Parrish 
Village area on a nice larger lot with No 
Deed Restrictions. A4161321 $225,000

This home is a custom-built 4 Bedroom 3 
Bath with Den in Covered Bridge Estates. 
This spacious home is spectacular for 
a growing family looking to create the 
perfect home. A4163320 $265,000

Contemporary charm, commuter’s dream 
and move-in ready - This beautiful home is 
on the largest corner lot in Regency Oaks.  
A4163520  $234,900

Laguna at Riviera Dunes offers luxurious 
waterfront living with resort style 
amenities. Rarely available 3BR/2BA 
furnished end-unit. A4148463 $349,000

  LESLIE’S FAVORITES FOR FALL

   LIFESTYLE COLLECTION

  GREAT VALUES AND DEALS

  NEW CONSTRUCTION

Our Agents Are True Stars!
#1 in Closed Transactions Since 2005 in 34219!Celebrating the BIG 40! 


